

1.
What states are in the Midwest Region?

The states are Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Wisconsin, Illinois, Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, North Dakota, South Dakota, Kansas, Nebraska and eastern Colorado.
2.
What are the natural features and climate of the Midwest Region?

The Midwest is mostly plain area with some states bordering the Great Lakes in the northeast.  The area is not very populated except in a few big cities to the east.  Chicago is the largest city.

The Midwest Region is moderately dry.  Precipitation happens in late spring and early summer.  Summers are pleasant but winters bring lots of snow and chilly winds.  Temperatures in the Midwest can go down to -50 degrees F.  Since this region is far from the temperature-moderating effects of the oceans, there are large seasonal swings in temperature.
3.
Who settled the Midwest Region?
Easterners moved there to search for better farmland.  Later, Europeans entering on the East coast went directly to the Midwest because the East coast was already well populated.  Germans settled Missouri.  Swedes and Norwegians settled Wisconsin and Minnesota.

4.
What customs or beliefs are distinct to the Midwest Region?
Midwesterners are known as being friendly, honest, and straightforward people with traditional values.  
5.
What type of industry is in the Midwest Region?

This region is known as the “Breadbasket” so farming is a big industry.  The main crops are wheat, oats, and corn.

The largest city, Chicago, is known for being the connection between eastern and western United States due to its port on Lake Michigan, railroad lines, and airline hubs.

6.
What music is distinct to the Midwest Region?

This area made major contributions to jazz, funk, and R&B through Motown Sound and Techno from Detroit and house music from Chicago.  The Chicago Blues sound was used in the movies The Blues Brothers and Adventures in Babysitting.

The Midwest was the center of the “Emo” movement in the 1990’s (Get Up Kids, Cap’n Jazz, Cursive, and Christie Front Drive).

7.
What literature is distinct to the Midwest Region?


Bess Streeter Aldrich – A Lantern in Her Hand

Sinclair Lewis – Main Street, The Trail of the Hawk

John Steinbeck – Travels with Charley
8.
Who is a tall tale character from the Midwest Region?


What is special about the character?

Johnny Appleseed was pioneer who is known for planting apple trees throughout the Midwest Region so settlers would always have food.  He is said to have worn a pot on his head and go barefoot most of the time.
9.
What food is distinct to the Midwest Region?

Wheat and Honey Buns, Pot Roast, Stews, Stuffed Cabbage, Dumplings, Hearty Breakfast (Hash Browns, Eggs, Toast, Sausage or Bacon), Casserole Dishes

10.
What are two fun facts you learned about the Midwest Region?
There are many possible answers for this question! 


The Midwest produces more corn than any other region.
Nicknames of the Midwest – Heartland, America’s Breadbasket, and Middle America
